
 

The following list of picture books has been compiled due to their
development by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. In many
cases, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are both the writers and
illustrators as in publications by Magabala Books, Australia’s leading
Indigenous publishing house. In addition, other books have been
developed in partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

When using these books in the classroom it must be acknowledged that
there is great diversity within and between Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities with each text representing a specific context.
Themes can be explored within students’ local contexts by considering
places of significance and local language/s of the area. Many of the texts
contain language of a particular Country. These have been marked by *.
The context and language can be investigated with students by 
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researching the author and illustrator and locating on the AIATSIS Map of
Indigenous Australia which represents the language, social or nation
groups of Aboriginal Australia. Languages can be further explored at
Languages Alive (AIATSIS). 

In the Australian Curriculum, The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Histories and Cultures priority uses a conceptual framework to provide a
context for learning. ‘The framework comprises the underlying elements of
Identity and Living Communities and the key concepts of Country/Place,
Culture and People.’ (Version 8.4, Australian Curriculum). 

To support choosing from the texts below, they have been broadly grouped
based on the key concepts of Country/Place, Culture and People. This is
not to say that the books only fit into one of these categories. Detail around
these concepts can be found by reading about Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Histories and Cultures (Version 8.4, Australian Curriculum). 

Educators will also find information from Magabala Books on Teaching
Indigenous Content useful as guiding principles for using the books in
classrooms. In addition, the AIATSIS Guide to evaluating and selecting
education resources provides excellent advice on selecting texts and
resources and core questions for evaluating resources. 

Country/Place
          Appreciation of Country/Place

*Open Your Heart to Country by Jasmine Seymour (2022, Magabala Books) 
Coming Home to Country by Bronwyn Bancroft (2020, Magabala Books) 
Colours of Australia by Bronwyn Bancroft (2018, Hardie Grant Children's
Publishing) 
Patterns of Australia by Bronwyn Bancroft (2018, Hardie Grant Children's
Publishing) 
Shapes of Australia by Bronwyn Bancroft (2018, Hardie Grant Children's
Publishing) 

https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/languages-alive
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/cross-curriculum-priorities/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/cross-curriculum-priorities/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures/
https://www.magabala.com/pages/teaching-indigenous-content
https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/research_pub/AIATSIS%20Guide%20to%20evaluating%20and%20selecting%20education%20resources.pdf
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/books/childrens/picture-books/One-Minutes-Silence-David-Metzenthen-illustrated-by-Michael-Camilleri-9781760527051
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/books/childrens/picture-books/One-Minutes-Silence-David-Metzenthen-illustrated-by-Michael-Camilleri-9781760527051
https://www.magabala.com/products/open-your-heart-to-country
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/coming-home-to-country-by-bronwyn-bancroft/9781760501921
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/colours-of-australia-by-bronwyn-bancroft/9781760501983
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/patterns-of-australia-by-bronwyn-bancroft/9781760501990
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/shapes-of-australia-by-bronwyn-bancroft/9781760501198


 

Why I Love Australia by Bronwyn Bancroft (2016, Hardie Grant Children's
Publishing) 
*Yakanarra Songbook: About Our Place in Walmajarri and English by Jessie
Wamarla Moora, Mary Purnjurr Vanbee, Chris Aitken, Jessie Wamarla Moora
and Mary Purnjurr Vanbee, Alison Lester  (2017, Pan Macmillan)
My Country by Ezekiel Kwaymullina and Sally Morgan (2011, Freemantle
Press) 
The Outback by Annaliese Porter and Bronwyn Bancroft (2008, Magabala
Books) 
           Connection to the land, sea, sky and waterways

Looking after Country with Fire: Aboriginal Burning Knowledge with Uncle
Kuu by Victor and Sandra Steffensen (2022, Hardie Grant Explore) 
Thank you Rain! by Sally Morgan and Johnny Warrkatja Malibirr (2022,
Magabala Books) 
The River by Sally Morgan and Johnny Warrkatja Malibirr (2021, Magabala
Books) 
*Cooee Mittigar: A Story on Darug Songlines by Jasmine Seymour (2019,
Magabala Books)
Wilam: A Birrarung Story Wilam: A Birrarung Story by Andrew Kelly, Aunty
Joy Murphy and Lisa Kennedy (2019, Walker Books) 
Welcome to Country by Aunty Joy Murphy and Lisa Kennedy (2017, Walker
Books)
Summer Rain by Ros Moriarty and Balarinji (2015, Allen & Unwin) 
Big Rain Coming by Katrina Germein and Bronwyn Bancroft (2002,
Penguin)

https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/why-i-love-australia-by-bronwyn-bancroft/9781760125127
https://www.panmacmillan.com.au/search/?q=Yakanarra+Songbook
https://fremantlepress.com.au/books/my-country/
https://www.magabala.com/products/the-outback?_pos=1&_sid=39d569688&_ss=r
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/looking-after-country-with-fire-by-victor-steffensen/9781741177824
https://www.magabala.com/products/thank-you-rain?_pos=1&_sid=76ab078e5&_ss=r
https://www.magabala.com/products/the-river
https://www.magabala.com/products/cooee-mittigar?_pos=1&_sid=981bb9fbf&_ss=r
https://www.walkerbooks.com.au/book/9781925381764/
https://marklwilson.com.au/product/flapper-vc/
https://marklwilson.com.au/product/flapper-vc/
https://www.walkerbooks.com.au/book/9781925381764/
https://marklwilson.com.au/product/flapper-vc/
https://www.booktopia.com.au/summer-rain-ros-moriarty/book/9781760112110.html
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/big-rain-coming-9780143500452


 

           Animals

Go Home Cheeky Animals! by Johanna Bell and Dion Beasley (2022, Allen &
Unwin) 
Little Bird’s Day by Sally Morgan and Johnny Warrkatja Malibirr (2019,
Magabala Books) 
*Clever Crow by Nina Lawrence and Bronwyn Bancroft (2018, Magabala) 
ABC of Australian Animals by Bronwyn Bancroft (2018, Hardie Grant
Children's Publishing) 
123 of Australian Animals by Bronwyn Bancroft (2018, Hardie Grant
Children's Publishing) 
We all Sleep by Ezekiel Kwaymullina and Sally Morgan (2017, Freemantle
Press) 

Culture 

          Identity

Hello and Welcome by Gregg Dreise (2021, Penguin) 
My Culture and Me by Gregg Dreise (2019, Penguin) 
*Baby Business by Jasmine Seymour (2020, Magabala Books)
*Our Little Yuin by Children of Little Yuin Aboriginal Preschool (2018,
Shooting Star) 
Colour Me by Ezekiel Kwaymullina and Moira Court (2017, Fremantle Press) 
I Love Me by Sally Morgan and Ambelin Kwaymullina (2016, Fremantle
Press) 
Shake A Leg by Boori Monty Prior and Jan Ormerod (2010, Allen & Unwin) 

https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Johanna-Bell,-illustrated-by-Dion-Beasley-Go-Home,-Cheeky-Animals!-9781761065927
https://www.magabala.com/products/little-birds-day?_pos=1&_sid=b155e5d88&_ss=r
https://www.magabala.com/products/clever-crow?_pos=1&_sid=3d0376f90&_ss=r
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/abc-of-australian-animals-by-bronwyn-bancroft/9781760501853
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/123-of-australian-animals-by-bronwyn-bancroft/9781760501860
https://fremantlepress.com.au/books/we-all-sleep/
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/hello-and-welcome-9781760898328
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/my-culture-and-me-9780143789376
https://www.magabala.com/products/baby-business
https://www.shootingstar.pub/product/our-little-yuin/
https://fremantlepress.com.au/books/colour-me/
https://fremantlepress.com.au/books/i-love-me/
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Jan-Ormerod-and-Boori-Monty-Pryor-Shake-A-Leg-9781741758900


 

           Traditional Stories Retold

*Our Dreaming by Kirli Saunders and Dub Leffler (2022, Scholastic) 
*The Dunggiirr Brothers and the Caring Song of the Whale by Aunty Shaa
Smith with Yandaarra (2022, Allen & Unwin) 
*Milbi: Aboriginal stories from Queensland's Endeavour River by Tulo
Gordon, John Haviland (Ed) (2021, Aboriginal Studies Press) 
*The Mark of the Wagarl by Lorna Little and Janice Lyndon (2012, Magabala
Books) 
The Seven Sisters by Reggie Sultan (2012, Red Kangaroo Books) 
*Mamang: Wirlomin Noongar Language and Stories Project by Kim Scott, Iris
Woods, Jeffrey Farmer and Helen Nelly (2011, UWA Publishing) 
The Legend of the Seven Sisters: A Traditional Aboriginal Story from Western
Australia by May L. O’Brien and Sue Wyatt (2009, Aboriginal Studies Press) 
           Contemporary responses to the historic impacts of colonisation

Somebody’s Land: Welcome to our Country by Adam Goodes, Ellie Laing
and David Hardy (2021, Allen & Unwin) 
Freedom Day – Vincent Lingiari and the story of the Wave Hill walk-off by
Rosie Smiler, Thomas Mayor and Samantha Campbell (2021, Hardie Grant) 
Kunyi by Kunyi June Anne McInerney (2021, Magabala Books) 
Our Home, Our Heartbeat by Adam Briggs, Kate Moon and Rachael Sarra
(2020, Hardie Grant Children’s Publishing) 
Finding our heart: A Story about the Uluru Statement for Young Australians
by Thomas Mayor Blak Douglas (2020, Hardie Grant Explore) 
Found by Bruce Pascoe and Charmaine Ledden-Lewis (2020, Magabala
Books) 
Took the Children Away by Archie Roach and Ruby Hunter (2020, Simon &
Schuster)
Young Dark Emu by Bruce Pascoe (2019, Magabala Books) 
Say Yes: A story of friendship, fairness and a vote for hope by Jennifer
Castles and Paul Seden (2017, Allen & Unwin)
Stolen Girl by Trina Saffioti and Norma 
MacDonald (2011, Magabala Books)

https://shop.scholastic.com.au/Product/100101453/Our-Dreaming/?BackToSearch=52793dc0-0b0e-4a0d-90a5-9abef9faa35e&PageNo=0&ItemsPerPage=12&SortBy=2&SearchString=our+dreaming&FilterBy=&menuId=&parentId=&breadcrumb=__Keyword%3A+our+dreaming
https://www.booktopia.com.au/the-dunggiirr-brothers-and-the-caring-song-of-the-whale-shaa-smith/book/9781760526313.html?source=pla&gclid=CjwKCAjw6IiiBhAOEiwALNqncZljVh70waQ28gSuAZSy-D0pED_sx8oFo2EmMgqcj8blqmbT3ugSABoCQZQQAvD_BwE
https://shop.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/books/products/milbi
https://www.magabala.com/products/the-mark-of-the-wagarl-revised-edition
https://redkangaroobooks.au/products/seven-sisters/
https://uwap.uwa.edu.au/collections/wirlomin-noongar-language-and-stories-project/products/mamang
https://www.booktopia.com.au/the-legend-of-the-seven-sisters-may-l-o-brien/book/9780855756994.html?gclid=Cj0KCQjwxYOiBhC9ARIsANiEIfb87nlVF0Azdruy-ouy5C_0oHk-cZ1lNgzwZ0SdXBctgLg1p_OoTUIaAu9uEALw_wcB
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Adam-Goodes-and-Ellie-Laing,-illustrated-by-David-Hardy-Somebody%27s-Land:-Welcome-to-Our-Country-9781760526726
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Adam-Goodes-and-Ellie-Laing,-illustrated-by-David-Hardy-Somebody%27s-Land:-Welcome-to-Our-Country-9781760526726
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/freedom-day_-vincent-lingiari-and-the-story-of-the-wave-hill-walk_off-by-thomas-mayor/9781760508562
https://www.magabala.com/products/kunyi
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/our-home_-our-heartbeat-by-adam-briggs/9781760509859
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/finding-our-heart-by-thomas-mayo/9781741177176
https://www.magabala.com/products/found?_pos=1&_sid=eebb73e13&_ss=r
https://www.simonandschuster.com.au/books/Took-the-Children-Away/Archie-Roach/9781760857219
https://www.booktopia.com.au/search.ep?author=Ruby+Hunter
https://www.magabala.com/products/young-dark-emu
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Jennifer-Castles,-with-illustrations-by-Paul-Seden-Say-Yes-9781760294670/
https://www.magabala.com/products/stolen-girl?_pos=1&_sid=8c46c37cf&_ss=r
https://www.magabala.com/products/stolen-girl?_pos=1&_sid=8c46c37cf&_ss=r


 

           War / Anzac Day 

Charlie's Swim by Edith Wright and Charmaine Ledden-Lewis (2022,
Magabala Books) 
Alfred’s War by Rachel bin Salleh and Samantha Fry (2018, Magabala
Books) 
           Traditional knowledge in the modern world

Come Together by Isaiah Firebrace and Jaelyn Biumaiwai (2022, Hardie
Grant) 
The First Scientists: Deadly Inventions and Innovations from Australia's First
Peoples by Corey Tutt and Blak Douglas (2021, Hardie Grant) 

People
           Communities, Families and Relationships

Going to the Footy by Debbie Coombes (2019, Magabala Books) 
Once there was a Boy by Dub Leffler (2011, Magabala Books) 
I Remember by Joanne Crawford and Kerry Anne Jordinson (2019,
Magabala Books) 
Family by Aunty Fay Muir, Sue Lawson and Jasmine Seymour (2020,
Magabala Books) 
The Lost Girl by Ambelin Kwaymullina (2014, Walker Books) 
*The Naked Boy and the Crocodile Stories by Children from Remote
Indigenous Communities edited by Andy Griffiths (2011, Pan Macmillan) 
*No Way Yirrikipayi! by children from Milikapiti School, Melville Island with 
Alison Lester (2015, Pan Macmillan) 

https://www.magabala.com/products/charlies-swim?_pos=1&_sid=878adf28b&_ss=r
https://www.magabala.com/products/alfreds-war?_pos=1&_sid=62dbe61bc&_ss=r
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/come-together-by-isaiah-firebrace/9781741178166#:~:text=Come%20Together%20is%20a%20heart,be%20taught%20in%20every%20classroom
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/the-first-scientists-by-corey-tutt/9781741177527
https://www.magabala.com/products/going-to-the-footy?_pos=1&_sid=8080cd728&_ss=r
https://www.magabala.com/products/once-there-was-a-boy#:~:text=The%20whimsical%20story%20of%20a,of%20sapotes%20as%20forbidden%20fruit
https://www.magabala.com/products/i-remember?_pos=1&_sid=b9cfab4f7&_ss=r
https://www.magabala.com/products/family
https://www.walkerbooks.com.au/book/9781921529634/
https://www.panmacmillan.com.au/9781742610573/
https://www.panmacmillan.com.au/9780992478070/


 

           Autobiographical / Biographical

Albert Namatjira by Vincent Namatjira (2021, Magabala Books) 
Heroes, Rebels and Innovators: Inspiring Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander People from History by Karen Wyld and Jaelyn Biumaiwai (2021,
Hachette) 
Sea Country by Aunty Patsy Cameron and Lisa Kennedy (2021, Magabala
Books) 
*Shirley Purdie: My Story, Ngaginybe Jarragbe by Shirley Purdie (2020,
Magabala Books) 
Remembering Lionsville by Bronwyn Bancroft (2016, Allen & Unwin) 
As I Grew Older by Ian Abdulla (2014, HarperCollins) 
When I was Little, Like You by Mary Malbunka (2005, Allen & Unwin) 
The Shack that Dad Built by Elaine Russell (2005, Little Hare Books) 
A is for Aunty by Elaine Russell (2001, HarperCollins) 

https://www.magabala.com/products/albert-namatjira
https://www.hachette.com.au/karen-wyld-jaelyn-biumaiwai/heroes-rebels-and-innovators-inspiring-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-from-history
https://www.magabala.com/products/sea-country?_pos=1&_sid=c21f8addb&_ss=r
https://www.magabala.com/products/shirley-purdie-my-story
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Bronwyn-Bancroft-Remembering-Lionsville-9781760295349
https://www.harpercollins.com.au/9781921504693/as-i-grew-older/
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Mary-Malbunka-When-I-Was-Little,-Like-You-9781741142563
https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/publishing/bookfinder/book/the-shack-that-dad-built-by-elaine-russell/9781877003943
https://www.harpercollins.com.au/9780733308727/a-is-for-aunty/

